Irinotecan in cervical cancer.
Several studies have evaluated the use of irinotecan (CPT-11 [Camptosar]), a topoisomerase inhibitor, in the treatment of refractory or recurrent cervical cancer. Various schedules have been used. Response rates have ranged from 13% to 20%. One phase I study of the combination of cisplatin (Platinol) and irinotecan has been completed. Toxicities have been hematologic and gastrointestinal. The latter remains problematic. Further studies of irinotecan in combination with other drugs, particularly cisplatin, are recommended.